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determining the technical possibilities of a system of limitation. The
British delegation was amongst the four or five delegations which
reserved their opinion on the practicability of limitation until their
Governments had been able to give the question fuller consideration.
This division of opinion was reflected in the General Commission's
debate on the report of the National Defence Expenditure Commis-
sion, and the conclusion was finally reached that the question of
limitation was not yet ripe for decision. The Commission resolved
'that the first general convention for the reduction and limitation
of armaments' should contain 'provisions as to the application of
the principle of publicity of national defence expenditure subject to
international supervision in the conditions indicated in the report
of the Technical Committee of the National Defence Expenditure
Commission'. The Technical Committee was asked to prepare ethe
necessary draft articles with annexes to give effect to the above
decision', while the question of imposing limitations on national
defence expenditure was to be the subject of further negotiations to
be conducted by Mr. Henderson with the delegations which were
specially interested in the subject.
On the 7th June, also, the General Commission adopted a recom-
mendation from the Bureau to the effect that ethe draft convention
submitted by the United Kingdom delegation and accepted as a
basis of discussion by a formal decision of the General Commission
should be accepted as the basis of the future convention. This
acceptance would be without prejudice to amendments or proposals
submitted before or during the second reading, particularly as
regarded additional chapters concerning the manufacture of, and
trade in, arms and budgetary limitation.' On the following day, the
8th June, the Commission adjourned, after it had heard a statement
from the Japanese delegate, Mr. Sato, on the subject of air bombard-
ment. Mr. Sato said that the Japanese Government could not accept
the abolition of air bombardment unless aircraft carriers were also
abolished, and he seized the opportunity to launch another attack
on the Naval Treaties of Washington and London.
(d) DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS AND THE WITHDRAWAL OF GEEJMANY
FBOM THE CONPEBENCE (JUNE TO NOVEMBEB, 1933)
Many of the principal delegates had already left Geneva before the
final meeting of the General Commission on the 8th June, and on that
day conversations took place in Paris between the French Prime
Minister, Lord Londonderry and Mr. Eden on behalf of the British
Government, and Mr. Norman Davis. The principal subject of